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ABSTRACT 

Designed for junior high and high school students and 
their parents/ this brochure explains the structure , function, and 
method for interpretation of the Iowa Tests of Basic Skills and the 
Sequential Tests of Educational Progress. A question and answer 
format is used to provide information on scope and purposes of the 
tests , meaning and accuracy of the scores, and relationship of the 
scores to the Austin (Texas ) Independent School District graduation 
and minimum competency requirements . Sources for further inf ormati on 
are also provided^ This brochure was submitted to the 1983 American 
Educational Research Association Division K competition as a best 
study report brochure. (LP) 
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You recently took the IOWA TESTS OF BASIC SKILLS (1TBS). This brochure 
is to help you and your parents understand more about why ,ou were given 
this test and what your scores mean, if you have questions about your test 
scores that this brochure does not answer, please ask your teachers or your 
school counselor. They will be happy to talk to you about your test scores. 



YOU TOOK THESE ITBS TESTS: 
Vocabulary 

Reading Comprehension 



Language Skills 

Spelling 
Capitalization 
Punctuation 
Usage 

Work-Study Skills 

Visual Materials 
Reference Materials 

Mathematics 

Math Concepts 
Math Problems 
Math Computation 



SKILLS TESTED: 

Your knowledge of the meaning 
of words. 

Your understandingof what you 
have read. 

Your ability to recognize 

appropriate spelling, 

capitalization, punctuation, and 

r. « 

grammar. 

Your ability to interpret charts, 
maps, and graphs, and to use 
reference materials. 

Your understanding of 

mathematical theory and your 
ability to do all types of 
problems. 



WHY WERE YOU TESTED? 

When we want to know how we are doing in anything, we usually find 
something to compare ourselves to - runners in training for the Olympics 
Sht compare their practice efforts to world record time; d.eters might use 
a chart giving recommended weights for individuals of the same sex and 
height. Testing is one way for you, your teachers, and your parents to know 
how you are doing in school. The ITBS is given to students across the 
country; Your scores then help you know how you are doing m acqu.nng 
basic skills in comparison to students across the country. 
Your test scores will be used to make decisions about which reading, math, 
and language arts classes would be best for you to take. For e.ghth graders, 
these scores may r^ean that you have met AlSD's high school graduation 
minimum competency requirements. 

Your ITBS scores also help the principal know more about how all the 
students in your school are achieving. Other administrators and the School 
Board use the scores to help them understand the achievement levels of 
students in AISD as a whole. 



HOW ACCURATE ARE THESE TEST SCORES? 

In most cases, these test scores are a good estimation of how you perform in 
school. But these scores only estimate how we|l you have learned the skills 
tested. They can be affected by a number of things, such as which courses 
you have taken and how you were reeling on the day you tooklhe test. 
Test scores are one piece of information which you, your teachers, and your 
parents should use to judge your school progress. Many other things should 
also be used to measu.e your success In school, such as your grades, your 
enthusiasm for courses, and how well you can use skills you have learned: 



HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION 
MINIMUM COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 

This section of the brochure explains the high schoo[ graduation 
requirements which affect you. PLEASE READ IT CAREFULLY. If you have 
questions not answered by the information provided here, talk to your 
school counselor. 



AISD HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION— 

MINIMUM COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 

AISD has a number of requirements students must meet before th^ 
can graduate from high school. In addition i to earning the required 
number of units of credit arid passing the required courses, two of 
these requirements involve your ITBS scores, 

Reading: Students will be required to demonstrate at least a 
ninth-grade competence in reading or place on 
file a letter sighed by parent or guardian 
acknowledging th?t the student proposes to 
graduate without achieving a ninth-grade level in 
reading. 

Mathematics: Students will be required to demonstrate at least a 
ninth-grade competence in mathematicsor place 
on file a letter sighed by parent or guard ian 
acknowledging that the student proposes to 
graduate without achieving a ninth-grade 
competence in mathematics. 

AISD Board Policy 5127 



HOW CAN YOU MEET THESE TWO MINIMUM COMPETENCY 
REQUIREMENTS? 

The first chance yoa have to meet these competency requirements is in the 
eighth grade. If yoa are an eighth grader and your raw score for the Reading 
Total is at least 61 and your Math Total raw score is at least £7 you have 
already met 'he competency requirements. 



IF YOU DO NOT MEET THESE REQUIREMENTS IN EIGHTH GRADE, 
WHAT THEN? 

You can also meet these requirements in high school by making an average 
ninth-grade score on the high school achievement test given every year. 
There are special high school courses you can take to help you meet these 
requirements if you have not met them by the time you have taken your 
required language arts and math courses. Your school counselor can tell yoa 
more about these courses. 

If you have not met the minimum competency requirements by the end of 
the twelfth grade, you may stay in school until you do mecL them, or you 
may request that vour parents or guardian give permission for you to 
graduate without meeting them. 



WHY DOES AISD HAVE THESE REQUIREMENTS? 

The minimum competency requirements were begun to make certain that 
every student who graduates from an AISD school has the minimum skills 
necessary to function in bur society. 

These requirements are the minimum requirements in reading and math, 
every student is still expected to learn as much as possible. Most students 
will far exceed these minimum levels. 



WHAT DCf YOUR SCORES MEAN? 

You will find your ITBS scores on the bottom of the next page. There are 15 
scores in all for junior high students. These include ^he totals for reading, 
language skills, work-study skills, and mathematics. 

THe ITBS is a standardized test; This means that each student who takes the 
test receives the same directions and the same time limits. Because we know 
that it is standardized, can make estimates about how AISD students who 
took the test compare with students across the country in the nationwide 
reference group: 

For example, you can see that Susan Jones got a raw score of 30 on the 
Vocabulary Test and a percentile rank score of 59. The RAW SCORE tells 
how many Hems Susan got correct on the Vocabularv Test. Susan's 
PERCENTILE RANK SCORE of 59 means that she scored higher on the 
Vocabulary Test than 59% oithe students in Susan's grade who were part of 
the nationwide reference group. This reference group is thousands of 
students who took the ITBS in 1978 in each grade level from ali areas of the 
country. Therefore, for every 100 students in the nationwide group, Susan's 
raw score was higher than 59 or' them. 

For each grade level, a percentile rank score of 50 is the middle score for all 
the students in the nationwide reference group. The highest possible 
percentile rank score is 99; the lowest is 1. 

Susan's mathematics scores are marked with an "S" In the row labeled 
SPECIAL CODES. This S means that Susan's teacher noticed something 
during the mathematics testing period which made her think Susan's score? 
may hot be accurate. In this case, Susan lost her contacts during the 
mathematics tests and could not read them. The school counselor has a 
record of all teachers' reasons for thinking any scores may be inaccurate: 



STUOINT MUMBI" 
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ITBS 



STUOCNT NAM! 

Susan Jones 



30 



59 



32 



58 



62 



55 



27 



46 



79 



18 



52 
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57 



56 
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-h * These are applicable only in grades 4-6. 



YOUR SCORES ON THE 
IOWA TESTS OF BASIC SKILLS 




PASTE YOUR SCORES HERE 



YOU MAY WISH TO GRAPH YOUR TEST SCORES ON THE GRAPH ABOVE. 

ORE Publication Number 81.40 O 
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WHAT f ESTS D,p YOU TA* {? 

You took the Sequential T^'^f Ed Ucationa l Progr^ 5 (ST EP) , Series II. 
These same tests have ^een g |V h to thousands of high Sc h OQ | stu dents 
across the L'hit^ states- 

Each jear, Als D high scKO^ 1 - ?§*ntj take one of W^-A*^ Qf , he STEP 
designed Jo me., sure the 5a m« 5 {Us. T ne form that you to °l<. either Form A 
or Form B, ,s inc<icat e d on ye^ r ?TEP Score | abe | on P a 8e 6. 

The 5 T EP test s ,vere given in a standardized way. T. l.^ahs that 
every° ne ! n ,he cojntry who t0 K th e Se tes ts had the s^e tj^g | jrn j ts a nd 
the sam e ,r, stru Cticns 

WHAT OBJECT j WERE ON TH * ST tp? 

This y e? r the srEP section* fading. Science, M ech ar,i c s of Writing, 
Math C0mputati 01 and Math ^ s 'c C 0n c e pts were g' ven - Y OUr 
understanding o f lSe material \ ^ ^ an d your abil'W to 9pp|y , nat 
intormat'on to fj rob | s ,.-. 5 w er<? : s * ed - the areas of Eng |ls h E Xpre5S i on a nd 
Social Studies wj N ^ teste d n e * 1 Vear i n5tead 0 f Mech-> n| cs of Writing and 
Science- 



WHY WERE YOu JESTED? 

Testing Js on* way to get in'°^ati 0n abou , your st^ngt^ and 
weaknesses in scholastic skill^^stin , SD uses these * c °r es ^ a way of 
informing you a n d your pafe^bout how you stand in th ese areab . The 
scores are also u$ed by your i °ol to se t school goa's- <o d e cide which 
courses will be offeredf and ^ ,er mi n e what will be "r eSsed in those 
courses- 1 he sc 0res ofaN ,he h'» s c ho Q | students in the u 's<rj ct are use d by 
the School Boary to make de c ' Cf1 s about districted* 8°a| s and 
curricula. 



HOW ACCURAL ARE THE** ?6 ST SCORES? 




WHERE CAN YOU CO IF YOU WANT MORE INFORMATION ABOUT 
THESE SCORES? 

If you want more information about your scores, you can talk to your 
teachers and your school counselor. They can hHp you understand your 
STEP scores and think about ways you might be able to improve your scores 
next year: 

WHAT ABOUT THE MINIMUM COMPETENCY FOR GRADUATION 
REQUIREMENTS? 

AISD has minimum competency requirements which must be met in 
reading and math prior to graduation. Until May, 1 982, all students have to 
demonstrate an eighth-grade competency in those subjects in order to 
graduate. The School Board has revised these requirements to state that 
students who will graduate in 1983 or thereafter must demonstrate a 
ninth-grade level of competency in reading and math. 

The following guidelines determine the level of competency that each 
student must meet in order to graduate: 

1 . All students who had earned 1 0 or more units of credit as of August, 
1980, must demonstrate competency at the eighth-grade level. 

2. All Siudents who had fewer than 10 units of credit as of August, 1980, 
are required to demonstrate competency at the ninth-grade level. 

If you are hot sure which level applies to you, your school counselor has 
this information. 

WHY DOES AISD HAVE THESE COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS? 

In the past, some Austin ISD seniors have graduated from high school 
without being able to read or use math very well. These MINIMUM levels 
were established to improve the basic skills of AISD high school graduates. 
Every student is expected to learn as much as possible, and most students 
will far exceed these minimum levels. 

HOW CAN YOU MEET THE COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS? 

You only have to meet the competency requirements once during grades 
8-12 to graduate from high school. You can meet the requirements by 
making the necessary scores on one of the following tests: 

1; The California Achievement Tests (CAT) (prior to 1 980) or the Iowa 
Tests of Basic Skills (ITBS) (beginning in 1980), given at the end of 
grade 8. 

2. The Sequential Tests of Educational Progress (STEP), given at the end of 
grades 9-12. The raw scores necessary to meet the requirements for 
each level (8th or 9th grade) are shown in the table at the bottom of 
page 5. 
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3. The iowa Tests of Basic Skills (ITBSj, given periodically to high school I 
students who have hot yet met the requirements; 

4. The Texas Assessment of Basic Skills (TABS), given in grade 9. 

WHAT IF YOU HAVE NOT MET THE COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 
YET? 

Special reading and math courses are required for students who have not 

met the competency requirements when they enter the eleventh grade. You 
can take these courses over as many times as you heed to in order to meet 
the requirements. If you reach the end of your senior yea: and you still have 
not met the competency requirements, one thing you can do is stay in school 
until you do meet them. A final option is to have your parents or guardian 
sign a letter giving permission for you to graduate without meeting these 
minimum requirements. You will probably want to discuss these options 
with your counselor. 



WHAT ELSE DO YOU RAVE TO DO TO GRADUATE? 

All other requirements for high school graduation must still be met (pass 
21 units, take all the required courses, etc.). If you are not sure whether you 
have met the competency requirements, or any other requirement for 
graduation from high school, talk to your school counselor. 

WHAT SCORES ARE REPORTED? 

You will find your scores at: the bottom of page 6. There are two types of 
scores reported: percentile rank scores and raw scores. The percentile rank 
scores compare your performance on these tests with a nationwide group of 
students who serve as a reference group. Your scores are compared only to 
students who were in the same grade as you when they took the test. For 
each grade level, a percentile rank score of 50 Is the middle score for all 
students in each of the nationwide reference groups who took the tests. The 
highest possible percentile rank score is 99, and the lowest is 1. The raw 
score is the number of items that you answered correctly. 

For the first time this school year, you are being provided with two sets of 
percentile rank scores representing hew well you did on the STEP. Two 
nationwide groups of students took the STEP. Your 1970 percentile rank 
scores show how you compare with the group of students tested in 1970. 
Your 1 978 percentile rank scores show how you compare with the group of 
students tested in 1 978. The students tested in 1 978 did not take the Science 
Test so there are no 1978 percentile rank scores for this test. Before this year, 
AISD had only reported the percentile rank scores based on the 1970 
nationwide group. 
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WHAT DO YOUR SCORES MEAN? 

The example on this page is given to show how to read your scores. In the 
example, Susan Jones made a 1970 percentile rank score of 61 in reading. 
This means that her reading score was the same as or higher than 61 percent 
of all the tenth-grade students in the 1970 nationwide reference group. In 
other words, Susan scored lower than 39 percent of these students. Rer 1978 
percentile rank score for Reading was 63. This means that her score was the 
same as or higher th^n 63 percent of all the tenth-grade students in the 1978 
reference group. Susan scored lower than 37 percent of these 1 978 students. 

The asterisks (*) by Susan's Math Computation scores mean that her 
teacher noticed something during the testing period that made him think 
Susan's score on this section of the test may be inaccurate. For example, In 
this case, Susan lost her contacts during the math test and had trouble 
reading the questions. The school counselor has a record of all teachers' 
reasons for thinking any scores are invalid. 




Percentile 
Rank Score 



Reading 

Raw Score: 39 



Jones Susan J. 
Jackson High School 
♦Possibly invalid score 



Grade 10 



Math Total 
Raw Score: 50 



April, 1982 
Form B 



Raw scores required to meet graduation competency requirements oh the STEP: 

9th Grade Level 
(for All Others) 
Reading Math Total 
Raw Score Raw Score 
Form A: 28 46 30 49 

Form B: 28 48 30 51 

(Your STEP score label on the next page indicates which form of the tests you took.) 



8th Grade Level 
- 4fef-43S2 Graduates) 
Reading Math Total 
Raw Score. Raw Score 
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